National Day Against Homophobia - June 2, 2004
The Canadian Teachers’ Federation, B.C. Teachers’ Federation, Gay and Lesbian Educators of B.C., Surrey Teachers’ Association and Vancouver School Board have all endorsed the concept of educators participating in this event. During the week of May 31st- June 4th, librarians, teachers and principals are encouraged to take any of the following actions to counteract the harmful effects of homophobia in schools. 
Stop the HATE and participate. For information go to www.bctf.ca or www.galebc.org 
What Can Librarians Do? 

· Find out what new books are available to positively portray lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people and add some to your library collection.

· Set up a book display with age-appropriate LGBT themed books in your library.

What Can Elementary Teachers Do?

· Read a story and talk positively about same sex families to students in your classroom. (Grades K - 3)
i.e.  King and King
      ABC- A Family Alphabet Book

      My Two Uncles

      Asha’s Mums
· Put up a Homophobia Free Zone poster in your classroom and discuss the harmful effects of using anti-gay slurs. (Download free posters at www.galebc.org)
· Read a story with an LGBT character in it to your class.

i.e. From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun  (Grades 6/7)
      The House You Pass on the Way  (Grades 6/7)
                  Jack  (Grades 6/7)
                  S.P. Likes A.D. (Grades 4 - 7)
· Show one of the anti-homophobia educational videos from the National Film Board (www.nfb.ca) “Sticks and Stones” or “Apples and Oranges”  (Grades 3 - 7)
· Have a class discussion about Canadian newsworthy events  (Grades 6/7)
(i.e. Hate Speech provisions in Criminal Code of Canada, amended April 28, 2004 by the passage of Bill C-250;  or same-sex marriage in Canada.)

What Can Secondary Teachers Do?

· Highlight famous LGBT people and discuss their contributions to society within your subject area. (i.e. English, P.E., Science, Music, Art). For names, look at Lesson Plans pages 49-54  in the book “Challenging Homophobia in Schools”, available in your school, or from B.C.T.F. Lesson Aids, or from GALE-BC.
· Host an anti-homophobia poster competition in your school.

· Invite speakers to your class or an assembly during Pride month (June). Contact a local LGBT society in your area. (i.e. Gab Youth Services, GALE BC, PFLAG, ASIA, YouthCo AIDS Society.)
· Put up a Homophobia Free Zone poster in your classroom and draw analogies between many forms of oppression. (Download free posters at www.galebc.org)
· Show one of the anti-homophobia educational videos from the National Film Board (www.nfb.ca) “In Other Words” or “One of Them” (Grades 8 - 12)
· Debate an issue regarding LGBT people and equality within your classroom.

            (i.e. Same-sex marriage - Agree or disagree? 
            What are the merits of gay straight alliance (GSA) clubs in schools?

             Should sex education be inclusive of LGBT information? )
· Discuss Canadian Law and LGBT issues,
i.e. Same-Sex Marriage or Hate Speech provisions in Criminal Code of Canada, amended April 28, 2004 by the passage of Bill C-250 (Grades 6 - 12)

       B.C. Human Rights Code (Grades 6 - 12)

       Hate Crimes Sentencing, in Criminal Code of Canada (Grades 9 - 12)

What Can Principals Do?

· Talk positively about LGBT issues in schools.
· Help your staff to find and access resources. Check out www.galebc.org
· Use inclusive language with the students, staff and parent communities.

· Make yourself aware of the Vancouver School Board LGBTQ Policy and consider the possibilities for your school or district.

· Encourage someone from the local school or parent community to contribute to LGBT Pride Month (June). Recognize it as you do other celebrations.

· Invite parents to see book displays or anti-homophobia educational materials so that they are more informed about how we can help students. 
